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The beginning of a new year ia traditicnally the tioe for reviewing the
dieing year and awarding merits, or demerita, to anything that has taken
your fancy. And 80, bowng to custom, I too will aurvey the past year in the
af field and mention those things that have affected ma in it.

By far and away the moat notable event in 1962 waa the cmergence of a new,
and imprrtant, nams in the af field, HNot a writer this time, nor even an
editor. Last year's biggest name was that of Victor Gollancz, the latest publisher
to take to of in a big way, and in my opinivn the best yet in the British field.

Rot sinoe Sidgwick and Jackson published euch of Arthur C. Clarke's sf
writing in hardcover has a British publisher published an much good »af.
Averaging one s month wa have had a series of excallent broks - the two anthologien
SPECTRUM I and II from Kingsley amis and Rabert Conquest, TWILIGHT WORLD by
Poul Anderson an after-thesbomb story expanded from a atory in ASF. And them
thera ia Arthur C. Clarka's latest ‘doovnentary sf' novel A FALL OF
HOOWDUST

Oae of the more exciting pointa about this series of of booka is the fact
that Gollanez have graspsd s point that sscped to pass most of the other British
publishers by, thet a lot of good sf is published in America and that there ie
n parket for British reprints of it. And 80 we bave such buoke 68 Zenna
Hendereon's stories of the 'People', PILORIMAGE, Frank Herbert’s DRAGON IN THE
SEA, and Damon Knight's cellaotion FAR {UT.

Among thia array of talent there 18 even the occasional experiment, &e for
instancs the excursion into our ficld of a meinstream noveliat Naowi
Mitchiscn, with her novel MIMOIRS OF A SPACEMOMAN, Though I've not yet scen a
copy of this myself I gather from the Teviews that it is an excellent piece of
writing. On the face of it we have here an addition to that seleot band of wain-
strean writers whe hava made tha grade in af,

The above books heve the usual Gollanoz jacket of plain yallow paper with
red and blaock lettering. Recently there hess been a variation hawever, The cover
of CATSEYE by Andre Horton is illustrated, and the advert for FARNER IN THE
SKY by Heinlein on the dust jacket flap of CATSEYE also mentions that it is
illustrated. Thepe are both juvenile sf books so I suppose illustrated dust
Jackets will be linited to then which ia & pity.

Kesp your eyes on this publisher this year. If they maintain the standard
of 1962 into 1963 then we are in for a real feast of delights, and if they
improve on it....welll MNors power to their elbow,

Jim Groves.
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AN ESTIMATION

» ROIOGEE
43 his activitiep became cramped by the DQ@Q 0 Q DGB

grim necesaities of war, Fearn's cutput . X

of atories began to drop, Ry the mumer of 1944, he waa directing hia magazine
science fiction exclusively to the famous Standard magazines, THRILLING WONDER
and STARTLING, 4t the same tiwe, he waa trying other typee of Tiction with
equal success,eppecially in the Western and Mystery fielde, where he eatebiished
himself under another psewdonym. He was also working on sf novel writing, with
an eye to the hewe morkct, The two covpsnion magueines, then quarterly, were

the ideal foil for his sf,

Hia initial etorivs in this new phase appeared in the respective
sumer issues, and were both under the Polton Cross by-line,

¥TMhe Devouring Tide®, in THRTLLTNG {/ONDFR, was sf of the old scheol,
having such detaile =9 Atluntis falling to visitors from apace, but there is
no deubt that it was a clussic of ite type. There was a definite sense of
arandeur in its highly imaginntive plot,

In the atory, ve are told that in our expanding universe, the time is
approaching when the inner explosion is overtaking the outer. The inner core
of noneapacestime 1g avcrtaking matter at coloasal gpeed, fagter than light
itaclf, This non-gpace-time expansion, moving with resiastless, awful speed, ia
epting through all matter, a0 as to join the equal state of non-space-tune
existing outmidc the universe, Throughout sll space, alien races, forseeing
the impending docm, are migrating te other worlde, only to be forced ta move
an, then on sgein,,.

In the midst of this, 1s the theme of Richard Cnrr, who becancs a
super genius end aspires to the role of Creator, Ironically, he fwets a
atupefying fate, Qutaidec of the dying universe, he mentally crestea a new
Priwal Atam, which expledes, ereating new stara and nebulac, But in ercating
a now beginning, Carr is himeelf subject to its material laws, He is returned
to the ccre of the Peginning, stripped of all knowledge....

“Ego, maaterful acience, the longing to be a god, the ability to create
and magter a Univerae - they had been grand dreams, all gone...

Bow he had no other awarenega beyond ihat of a dull waiting. Waiting
tor the dawn of life when he could agein begin to clinh?
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Like &n echio fram a loat wnfinity hu svemd to remesder sasething, e
text had it not beun?

Ko Other Gods Beforc Me!
But the rest was blotied out in the unknosm,®

The other atory at that tine was "Wanderer OF Time®, in STARTLING, It
is onc of the few of hisg storiea to be anthologised (by Margulies and Priend in
"My Bust SF Story™: Merlin 1949). Pearn hinself wrote, in an introduction to the
later version, that "To cmeompugs in 6,000 wards A theory on Time and afterlifc,
and weld into it o prison acntence, cxiecution, the Earth of the dim future, a
termite race, and the final conflict with Justice done was samething of a poscr,
but Lhe clementa were so obviouwly yelling out to be treated, that sonething had
to be dope, and "penderer Of Time™ was the outcoue,,,”

Thig stoary, undoubtedly one of hie finest, is made particularly memorable
when the original villain of the piece twrns up millions of years an the futura
a3 o ternite, to inpart en original twist when the hero deatroys him by sinply
wiping him out betwaen finger and thweb!

"ganderer Of Time® ig an idcal type of ef ingsofar as it embraces so niany
elements, yet all of them fit smoothly into their appointed plsce, thus imperting
thet clugive 'sengc of wonder'! to the render, Eoch one of the idcas is capable
of further remification in thu wind of the reader,

Regrettably, Pearn®s technique is rercly followed today, because Tew
modern suthors possess his unlipited fund of ideaa,

The =11 THRILLING (OMDER crrried “The {ltinnte knalyaia®, wherein a
Professor Coltham builds & machine capabla of the ultimatc in nnaiyais, a prob-
ing into the very heart of matter. In a sense it woas a reworking of his o0ld
"Mathematica® storics, asserting thet atons are built up of just su many mathe
ematical coupntations, spongored perhapa by same creator who is mathematical
Yo an infinite decree,

In "the Ultimate 4nalysis® we meet, fleetingly, aeveral sets of charact-
org, There is Colthan and hig friend Rnrod; Nick Blake - a hoadium, and hia
chorine moll vanny Reardon; Joseph Barlow, a ruthless contractor; J, Clayton
Withara, murdercus financier, and alternated with them 1a a vaat alien apaca
nathins nanned by super-scientific nliens, refugera frow the deetroyed anlar
system of Alpha Centauri, They arc fast approaching Earth and hent on ipvasion,

Coltham's cathenatical analyser gets out of hand, in the classic voin,
creating an outfloving wave, a wathematical catalyst, [t sccka out the basie
element, iron, and converts it into purely mathemntical Porces, Each of the
unsypathetic characters is affected in stertling and horrifie fashion, as only
Terrn could inmgine,

The watm finally reaolves iteelf, far out in apace, as a cenplete vhola,
a perfect subline entity of figurea, living on and within itself. an alien,
thinking world in  univerac of coarse matter and energy. The atremge sight of it
brirge the Gtntaorian commander, the insectile Dath Rasor, to a furried deedsion,,

€

‘"Du wa continue to the thirgd world?®



Dath Rasor shook his hsad,

“No} I am thinking that we oy have besn mistaken, that on that world
there may be scientistas far cleverer then we ars, Perhaps they creeted thia 0
nathsmeticel firment to warn us to kesp avey. Re, set the course at right angles,™

Spring 1945 saw ona of Fearn's nost thoushtful Polton Crops yarns in
THRILLING WOMDER, 2 ahort story entitled "Mexk Grayson Unliuited®, Here, his
intereat centred on the anigma of ths zlectron, He was infrigusd as to the
resulte of actually viewing an alectron, which is seemingly impossible since the
impact of a light ray upon it is sufficient to defleot it, It looks as if nman
can never metaphoricelly put his finger upon the alactron’s position,

Hark grayeon is & solentist who is derided whon he puts forth his idea
of extending electron waves, end allowing the alectron to be located, Bmbittered
and huniliated, Grayson resigne his position at the Science Asaociation, The
newa of the resignation is carried by the prees, and duly noted by an 0ld college
friend, now an attorney, The attorney, scting as narrator, visits Grayson and
thus lias an inside view on the eventz leading up to Grayson's fimal dissolution
= the acientific nemesis angle,

Grayson, carrying on his electron ressarches, is accidently affected by
the device he has teilt., It cauges an infinite extension of electronic wave-
lengths in the nake-up of his body, leading to a highly confused gtate, The
displacenent produces an emisslon of energy, resolving itself in the form of a
thin, attennated image detaching itself from his body, irecdiately travelling
to any apot Grayson iz thinkiny of at the time,

Grayson is removeé to prison when the eerie, hapbazard appearances of
his inagep canse public elarm, Bere, he ewaits confinewent in an institution
for the oriminally insane, But as & true scientist, Grayson determdines to make
sonething of hia doom = for doam it inexorably is, as his ghostly transrissions
bring with them a loss of substance and weight. Bn raprort with his images, he
wills theg to places hitherto unommm 2o Men, ‘fis inages eventually extend
beyond three dimensionas,,,

"He had in fact the suprems chance of nll creation, the ability to roam
as an actual thought-projected imege into all the places locked so far to gcienoe,

He told me of his journeyings through the hottest suna, of his visits to
the centrea of blazing Sirius and intares, Then acue whin ohanged his eourse,
3¢ hed all Time open to him too, 88 nore snd more electrona stept him into the
rultiple dimensions denanded of thea,

He walked in the Cretaceous and Carboniferous Perieds, saw the heginning
and end of the world, established fects of history which I vrots deem and stated
vital i‘aﬁta of the future which only the passege of time coan prove o lesger
nortala,

By this time, Foarn was producing novels in earnsst, The early forties
had seen the dirth of his uost successful character, The Golden fnazon¥, appeared
in a bound edition in this country in 1944, Subsequent development waa inhibited,
however, by the ccute paper shortage, ever a bane to British science fiction
hopes, and the gsquel was mot to appeer until 1948, Feern went ahead in Canads
however, to produce e whole string of superb novellas featuring her further



adventures, emlating - and surpassing - the galactic extravagenzams of E. E. Smith,
Besides serialising his “"Golden Jmazon" atories, T(RORIO STAR ran rurder uysteries
by FPcarn, In England, he originated m mystery novel aeries festuring a pchoolnnam
sleuth, nstJohn Slate'. Theee were publiahed Ly Rich end Cowen, st least onc of
which, "One Remained Sested", wag radio-reviewed,

In the midst of this, Fearn yet found time to appeer in THRILLING WONDER
and STARTLIMG, where he began to achisve his asbition of placing full-length
novela: "iftermath’ in September 1945, "Other Eyes Watching” {as Polton Cross) in
Spring 1946, both in STARTLING, and e short novel, “The Multillionth Chance™ in
the fall 1946 THRILLIG <ONDER,

"Aftcrmath” followed the old pattern of the World In Per.l, Tut the treat-
ment Was sperkling, The basic premise was that a weakening in Earth's Heeviside
layer - caused by s prolonged World Jar - has allowed spacial radiation to get
through to the surface st an unprecedented intensity, This idea wcs not new, had
irdecd beem used by Pearn (88 Dennis Clive) in “Ths Voice Cummands” appearing in
SLTRMCR PICTION for June 1940, but he supplied a new dwist in ita effects,

Fearn had it so that the intelligence of every living thing is sudderly
atepped up, Poul inderson's well-known novel “Braimwave® owes a greet deal to
Fenrn's story; it is rather s pity that no reviewsr gaw fit to recmack on thia,
The problems crested Yy thix, ckiefly the revolt of the domeatic animals, were
dealt with in convincing style, In sddition, disaster im cauaed when the laws of
Natural Selection no longer work. The anthor quoted Darwin as saying thet if all
the millione of egge produced anmually ty s single oyater or sca urchin were 4o
reach maturity, the aes would scoon become & solid mawa of the creatures, This
happens in the story, when the Bea mites bescome intelligent enocugh to avoid the
destruction which formerly overtook them,

4 further camplication, which even then had became a standby in sf, was
the onaet of sterility in the hunan race. in attempt is made at the creation of
synthetic life, only to cnd in failure. Migration acrass space to Vernus 18 found
to be utterly lmpractivable becauee a large cose of umitigated cocnmic raya
canses devolntion, This “back to the ape-aan®tredition was onc that dicd herd in
science fiction, and indeed atill peraists in some of the more abyamal horror-
movies today,

It is left to an ingenious '‘natural’ occurence - aubterrarnesn gsa- to
seve umanity, The story 2ae widely acclaimed, and ranked aas Sth hast story of
the year in an Aperican fan pall,

Of "Dther Eyes datching®, Chad Oliver wrate that it had a lot to it in
the way of intereating ideas. It scema e shame to me thet Crosa was obliged to
present them in euch a atandard corn opera, He had all the ingredienta far a
swell story, except a plot, after all, that trio comprising the Greedy Scientist,
hia Dumb But Besutiful Danghter, and the Demncratic Doctor was old when science
fiction was ss yet unborn, The ldeas were good, Mut the story - ecspecially in the
opening chapters = wag just too corny to get hy, "

However, the story did get by, te be enthusiaatically received by many of
the younger readers, Although I feel that Oliver exaggerated the story’s demerita,
there wae definitely someihing in what he said, The *blame' for the presentation
can almost certainly be laid at the editorial door. Besides this, the novel was
published that same year as a paper back in Britain, Its publishera, Pendulunm
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Publicationa {who also gave birth to KET WRIDS) were naturally chary of publishe
ing an 'mdvenced' type of af in this country, =0 it is reasonsble ta agsucc tuat
Fearn wrote with this in amind,

It is worth noting a short story by Fearn in that same Spring iasue, "The
Untroken Chein", Thas hai Ae ita theme a now plant on reincarnation, wherein the
central character attaing gupreme evolutionary powers, and saves the oppressed
reonents of s far-future humanity, He sccompliahes this by an ingeniocus nethod -
by destroying his myriad former sclves throuph the agea, absorbing their know-
ledge ep he goes. Chad Oliver sasid of it: "I like the idca of a complete memory e
and the story was well, if not trilliantly told, "

"Pho Multillionth Chance® received a varicd reception from the readers of
TARILLING WONDER. Pearn himgelf sugrests the rcapon for this in hia introduction
to the story. He Jrote:

®It waa the thought of how wany things do happen by chance that lcad me
to pisce together the dutmils of thais novelet, Renember how Juxley said that an
arvy of nonkeys strumming on typewritura would be bound one day, by , to
urite s Shakegpcare somnet? Remenber how Eddington has said - and othera too
that the water in 2 kettle oo the fire mizht by sooe inprobsble chance freeze
instead of boil?

4611, these two hypotheses started me off, I had to heve something more
interesting than s kettle of water, so I hurried slong to the day when atooe
smnshing and nutal=transformation will be 3 mere routine affair, Qut of thie I
produced, with I hope some of the unexpectednese of 4 good mpgician, a wost
delectable blonda.

"L fancied this ought to make for interest, and I realised too that I
hed a fine chance for & mourcus developacnt = for e blonde in n coldly
ecientific physical laborntory 13 by no xmcans ns=mal,

"But I had to stick to my original plot outline, so the hunour was put
on one side for the development of the sge-old theory on how life came to Eerth,
why Mare has become more arid than a dehydreted egy, why Verus hns no moon, ...

"Naturally 1t is purely n speculation - end show me the science fiction
yarn which is not - but it was o dccided Joy to write, and to figure out, albeit
with a headache or two, haw much chance cah rule our livce and to & great cxtent
predestine our future,®

Ve scc (rom this that Fearn wrote it for pleagure, using again several
thenes which he had originated some yeers ¢arlier, as rnd when they suited his
plot requirements, Chief among theae vas hia idea of transferring sir and watcer
en magae from ons planet to anather. Pearn used this device often, beginning with
hia "Red Heritsge® in .STOMDING for Jormary 1936,

Unfertunately, auch wns the original iapact of “Red Heritage® that many
fans of 1946 atill remembered the story very well, and castigated Pearn for uping
it agsin, I thank this is unréaganable: there is no sense in tossing aaide a
good theme after only orme develapment,

®the Multillionth Chance® is important in that it typifies Pearn’s work,
containing as it does s0 moay of his ideas and plots. One of ita themes, that on
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the *laws*® of chance, has Teceived a hervy "going-over™ by gubsequent authors,

1948 was a very important year in Britein for science fiction, It saw the
birth of several sf magazines in this country. Fearn was well remeaented, In the
first twe issues of NE! JORIDS, he had five storiea, One of them “Luner Concession®,
wag actually written ag long before as 1940, at #hich time John Carnell was orig-
inally pianning the magazine, The war put a stop to it, so Fearn sold his atory
to L TENCE PICTION, where it apppeared under the Thornton Ayre Dy-line in Sept.
1941, It was illustrated on the cover by Frank B, Panl, In 1948 Carnell nas
tmrried into uaing it egain, This was perhaps a mpatake, becauae it had been
-aritten arcund en 0ld idea - that of the hidden aside of the woon being an inverted
bowl, complets with eir and lifs of gerte, Even by 1946 tua romantic idea had
fallen into disrepute, It iz interesting to note that Ray Gallun, who popularised
the theme in his ASTOURDING atory "Pires of Cenesis®™ in 1537, waa the first to
dstunk the idea over ten years later in his “Nperation Pumioe",

Mo of the other stories, *Vicioua Cirole™ {Cross) and "Swee¥ Myatery of
Life® were reprinted in STARTLING and THRILLING wONDER, the firpt one that sane
yoar, and the lotter early in 1947, with some ninor changes. The Crosa story wos
agein a nemesis angle whereinr Dick Mills is slmttled back and forward through
time, follgwing e circuler timeeline, He swinge through Past, Present, and Future,
ulbimetely to disappesar into Eternity, leaving Farth behind for ever, The other
story wes an exceptionally well-written Tantasy, which wea an sf variation of
hia eerlier weird-horror story, “"The wailing Hybrid" (TSRILLDG MYSTERY Dec.1936),
It told of a botanist who *grows' a Vemusisr plantewoman, and the story ended on
an iromical note with a moron destroying the secret of space travel,

®*phite Moume" by Thornton s¥yre in the first iasue, told of the marringe
betwesn g former spece pilot to a Vemusian girl, They return to Barth to live,
and are happy enough at first, Eventuaily, however, the narrisge becomeg ghadowed
with a sense of doam, The girl, Iucia, is slovly dying = unable 3¢ adjust to the
lighter air mressure and lack of oxypgen. After her firat summer on Earth, she is
furher stricken by the (to her) relatively ubmasked soler rays, Inewitadly,luocia,
the first alico to come to Earth, the cosnic Jhite Mouse, iz cleimed by death -
tut pot befors she has exproased her love for her husband, Then =

fshe wae silent, & wistful moile was fixed on her amall mouth, Her eyes
were wide open, unhlinking, Stupidly I follewed their direction toverds the open
window, where the curtains stirred restlegsly.

Qver the gunset was a star, e glowing planet, brillient and alone,”

This fins litile story, ocre then any other, uitcrly refutea the accusa-
tion, repeatedly levellsd in ignorunce, that Fearn was nothing but a padceteer,

“golar issignment® - an actionepacked interplanetary ghort = attributed
10 'Mark Denholm® in the firat issue, 15 not gemerally known to be Fearn's, The
pseudonym vas used only once again, ag the by=line for "jeters of Eternity®,
This apppared o8 a feature novelette in the first issuc of the Rritiah WORIDS
OF THE URIVIRSE, circn 1950, The latter is espccially interesting in that it was
one of the few gtories in vhich Fearn dealt extensively with tha Hyper=Space
concept, He gave fres rein to his inagination, ewbodying aome of tha concapts
of his pstounding era,

In a aimilar vein, with definite funtaay comnotetions, was Pearn's "Pree
Natal® in yet another short-lived British magazine, OUPLANDS, which appeared
towards the winter of 1946,
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Iate in 1946, Jolter Gillings launched FINTASY, for shich Fearn wrote
the lead story "Last Conflict¥, Gillings, well=knowm for hia Trillient fanzine
*Sclence Famtasy Review®, had alsoc launchod the pioneer British af magazine
TALES OF WONDER bafore the wer, Like its predecessor, PANTASY proved extransly
popular, but wes foroed cut of print by peper shortage after only three issues,

Gillings, who was a close friend of Fearn's, believed in introducing sf
to the British public in gradual stagea, favouring the older type stories imitimlly,
and then ntanding to tuild up to contents comperable with the best in ths modern
trend. Ba received some rather stupid criticism by the minority of Britiah fans
who were long femilier with the dmericon sceme, as did Fearn far his "Last Conflict'
which was written to order, They were impatient for a magazine comparable to the
americen ASTOURDING.

Mhe paper restriction cbliged Fearn to move back aoroas the Ltlentic in
1947, May TRILLING WONDER carried "The Arbiter™, in which seven disembodied trains
are planted in a machine designed to guide the destiny of Men = the arbiter, Tut
Mature im not to be cheated, The machine ends by stagnating and aventually dastroy-
ing the human race,

After geveral more stories, Fearn decided to leave the Standard magazines,
his last story being "ifter The Atom” in the May 1948 STLRTLING, It was s worthy
note on which to bow out, In this, his first real mutant story, he adapted the
Cross technigque to o atory exbodying his ¢wn ironical overtones,

The world is ravsged by on atowmic war, resultant in oxygen and hydrogen
cambining during the radiation onsiamnght and forming water, burying all the
continents and turning the earth into gomething pretty close to a hydrosghere,
Two pen, Ir, Oswald Selsback, and the narrator, Robert Comway, are canght up in
an explosion and blasted in end cut of hyperespece, to arrive 5,000 years in the
future, They encounter & race of agquatic beings - mutated humans = and after a
struggle are capiured,

Barlier, Salsback had theorised, then proven, that a certain grc:p of
genas is rasionsibla for Man's stavistic eand var-lilke tendenciea, and that a
oambination of radiationa coul? eliminate it, The twist 18 that the atomic war
had sccomplished this: the New Peopls ers peaceful, without the power-lust,
Summoned to their court, the two are ac d a3 throwback

"There was nothing we could do to alter the decision, It was cold, ruthe
laas, yst underatandable jJustice, But, writing these last words with Salsback
beside me, as we @it the carrying out of the death sen¢ence, I cannot help but
see mamething remotely funny about it.

Wa who tried to make a perfect race, and theoriged on how recessive units
thauld be eliminated, ere curselves condemned by the perfect race bécause #s are
receasive unitas,

Ironical? I think so,®

In 1B48 Fearn took atock, Either he could contimie to sell to the
dmerican magazineg, for linited financial rewvard in the nidzt of incresaing
campatition from rising new authers, or he could concentrate on material for the
hace merket, which was expanding again, is a professional author Fearn had little
choice, Britain offered much greatey = and sssier finencial reward, He was in a
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unique poeition. Already he was the nost prolific writer of sf in the country -
a tact which had errlier cauacd hia fullow British exponents to dub him "The
Dlackyool ‘fonder,

Pockst Look publishers beet o trail to his door for material, and the
enterprising Scion Ltd ec=aayed a master-stroke by placing Fearn undsr contract,
folloeing the euccess of his “(peration Vemus“, In 1950 *Vargo Statten'mns born,

Todsy Fearn is irrevocably linked with the Stetten stories. Very few
people arc really avare thut he did anything elsc. It 18 time that they be wade
anare of the fact thet Fearn wrote sf for 27 years, of which period Statien only
occupied five, To one awarc, as I an, Of the whole pioture, it is depressing to
note how Pearn's reputation has suffered as a conscquence of those two and a half
million words « and unjustly e0, al thet,

Kenneth Slater ia one of the post well-known figuras in Bratish fandon to
have expressed his views on Fearn - gnd they are most disparaging, In the early
rirties Slater contributed an article on the British scene to the lamented
Avvrican JOURMAL OF SC1ENCE FICTION, in which he practically 1aid the blame for
the upsurgence of rubbishy material at Pearn's door, whilst openily sdmitting that
he hod read only a limited amount of his material, Up to a point, I can appreciate
his views, [ can well imagine him exclaiming in despair: “Te Gods, here come the
Underground Martiens! Hot Atlantis and coumic rays in! But, cutside of his own
preferences, are hia views teally applicable to a falr assesament? I don't think so,

To mest readers, the preewar concepts were brand new, In this way, both
here and on the continent - whore dozens of tranclations appeared up to the end
of 1957 - the Scion pocketbouks served to introduce the pleasures of af to a
whole new generation, Tiey s0ld over five aml a half million copies all told,and
have done far rroater seyvice to the genrc then the hundreds of crurmy fanzines
which have becn prodeced, To passing, I should like to cocvect a few migconcept-
ions about the works, Conlrary to fannish beliefl, very fes of them were virtual
reprints of earlier material, ard a simlar swall percentage were rewritten from
previous premises, The great majority of the bookg were freah material, Further-
rore, the standard of writing was quite high: read *Tac Time Trap" for proof,

Recently, I have been surprised to learn thet Fearn weaa still prolific
in his fina} years, writing as he did yumwerous non-sf povela undey half a dozen
different names, Resides which be pubiishcd three short novels (sf) a year in
the Conadian TORGHLO STAR - "Manton’s Vorld" (1958) end "Climate Tneorporated®
(1959) being quite outstanding, Hiis laat novcl, “Ghoat World® -~ a Golden hmazon
adventure - waa published posthumously in December 1960,

Walter Gillings oncec saidl of Fearn that he never torgot he was writang
science fiction, that he tried with sincere dctermination to interpret his most
bewildering ideas in scientific terms, That some found it Aifficult always to
sppreciate his gimiles may have been thzir fenlt as much ns hias: few poaseased
iaip 1lluimitable imagihation. ren Slater tells me that he finda Fearn “full of
neaningless *scientific gobbledepook?. .. almosi unrendable.™ Ls Fearn himself
atated, “One man's meat...” remains the hest criterion.

Sone years ago I vaed to suspect that therc was a conspiracy against
Fearn, at author/publisher level, in this country, aving since diemissed this
as fantaey, 1 am now not =0 sure. Tasmanian bibliophile Donald H, Tuck recently
wrote to me about a viait he'd hod from old-acquaintance ., Bertram Chandler,
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Learning of Fearn's decease from Tuck, he was amagzed that this was not mentioned
in the magagines, Chandler added, significantly, that the main reagon Pearn was

"fromned™ on was the fect that before the war he was making far more ocut of I, 8,
sales then so«celled better British Friters, Certainly the situstion needs

clarifying,

Finally, I present an extract from a letter fram Edward Wood, who has
been internationally kmown in the af fan fi0ld for pany years,

"The wodern science fiction reader does John Rusaell Pearn an injuatice,
He compares him to Heinlein, gsimov, Kuttner and 4rthur €, Olarkas and wants of a
picneer what even the moat skillsad of wodern writers cannot be; the first and
alzo the dbeat, I'm beginning to think that all science fiction written before
1950 will be relegated to ohlivion by current ac—called critics and readers. It
ia tryly a ghame as thare ars trasapures in the old magarinea, Not perhapa as many
a8 the rabid fans of the §0'a might think but certainly more than say Boucher or
Conklin would adwit...

The 0ld guard fan-reader ia vanishing and it is truly e pity because the
new fans are in too many cages completely ignorant of gcience fiction’s past, ™

In conclusion, I should like to thank all those who heve helped, and are
helping, in my search for Fearn material - John Burne, arthur Sellinga, Ian Paters,
and othsra, Thanks alzc to Don Tuck and Bd Jood, and egpecially to Ken Slater who
has halped me extensively on every aspect.

I only hope that betwceen us, we may eneble others to enjoy Fearn's atories
as much as I have wysalf: they deserve that small heritage at least,

sssssassararererarasrerisraterrnr

BICGRLFHICAL NOTE:

John Ruasell Fearn wes borm on June Sth, 19508, near Manchester, The aon
of a cotton salesman, he tried a varicty of joba before settling down to full-time
writing, #riting had alsays been hip ambition, 2nd he began at & very early age,
It wap with the publication of hia novel "The Intelligence Gigantic", writtsn
when he was 21, that he began to realise thase embitions,

Host of his life was spent in Lancashire, although he did move acuth for
a ahort time before the war, He was devoted to 11s mother, and did not merry until
quite late in 1life, He remained in Blackpool with his wife up to the end of his
life, tut travelled extensively ell over tie country in later years,

Reticent and unassuming by nature, he could yet mumber smong his best
friends such notables ae Professar i, M, Low, G, Ken Chapman, and Falter Gillings,
He %aa always well disposed towards fandom, although he appeared but rarely = e
noteble exception being st the 1984 Convention in Manchester, Fandam as & whole
were unappreciative, and the farlure of Britigh suthora = E, G, Tubb excepted -
to support his BRITISH SF MuGLZINE, ia something for which they should all be
ashame

aND a last word or two from Fhilip Harbottle on this subject sppeara at the lower
part of Fage 23, It would seem to your ‘publisher' that the sort of appreciation
any perticular SF reader hag for the ultra=prolific J.R.Fearn depends to some
sxtent on the time he started searching for acience fiction, For the immediate
post-war generation in Britain, Pearn was indispensable, all honour to him !!
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SNETNCSICCRES

You don't ferl 80 good. You've had a hesdache for a week, Most of the
time your spine is as ¢0ld 85 a sKi-run, Put st odd moscnts you get the sengation
sapebody has plurged your tail cnd into the pover sccket 6nd hos made nn imoerasion
heater out of you; if it wasn't thet you were past such things you would swear
that you were having an allover blush. Somewhere about six-to-tight inches northe
weat of your navel you heve & dull pais, #rll, maybe it isn’t exactly a pain -
except when you arc deacribing it to whomgoever will listen - but it ztill worries
you now and ngain and you wonder if the old pump is going to finish up in a
pickling jar in the autopsy room #1th the «orld's top tcn cardiac specialista
seratching their heads in a%e, Aprt frem the headache, the shivers, the flushes
and the vaguc pnin; ycu fcel fina, A3 the old Hebrew say:.m goes, .u. a a good
Job you've sn 1 got your healih,

S0 you give it a week, Apart from the martyrcd look on your face the
world does not know how aick you are, Neither do ycu, and that isn't a0 good
becanse it is the uncertainties of lifr that bring on the grey haira, If you
coauld pin 1t down with the usual self-disgnosis and convince youraelf you had a
cold eoming oh or on alrleck in your pylorus then all you would heve to do would
be to geze at thc telcvigion adds until they came up with the tablet that contairs
not one tut four ingredients nnd worked fuster then unything or uatil tho choo=
ehoo trein went by gith its promige to bring expresuy relief,

But you arc spec¢inl, The symtoms persist. Nore of your home remedics
geem deaigned with your perticular easc in mind, Tt locks pretty certein there
is going to bc a mathering of your friends - anl you arc geing to be a very dull
host, You admit defeat, Not quite certarn whether to expect a grift casing of
your mind or a veiled insimuation not to atexrt reeding azny seriala. you put on
a clean set of underwarr and make lor your local surgery.

By the timc the bell rings to signify it i= your turn to barc your chest
ard your goul you know that if you dida‘t have something before you ceme in you
moat certainly have by now.

The drill ia familier. The doctoer taps your torso. Be listens to the
asaorted mechinery behind your ribs, He aska you to intone a cabalistic mmber,
He feela your pulse, takee your temperature, looka so long at your turned-down
eyelids you begin to think he has found & second set of eyeballla there, Then he
tella you to get Aressed. Offhandcdly he mentions that you hne nothing more
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serioua than gastric influenza, You will live a l:rttle longer yet,

But next time you et one of those vague gains your reception might be
Qiffcrent, Somcthing is meking s place for itself in everyday practical medicine,
Thet something is genctics - th. jam on many a science fiction writer's bread,

Genetics han been with us sowe time, Your physician has a working knowledge
of genctice but he ~lsc knowa thzt until now coat of the work with genes hes been
dome in hospitals or research eatablishments, Genes to him are the things that
control heredity ang the nearest he has got to meking use of them ia asking a
patient whether hig family has any previous hiatory of epilcupay or tuberoulosis
or vhatever discase he suspects your symptoms telly sith,

However, ob tiae gquiet, the acience of penetiom has ot an big it now
gualifies for subdivigions. Medico-renctice is one, The youngest ia ghevoaca-
genetics, This, if you have studied your Greck dilipently, is a mating cf druge
end pehies,

letts get the =ignifieance of thesc two new sciences down in black-and-
white,

1) Becauee sowe people cosaess o certain pet of genes they are more prane
to some particular 4i t NONwp 5,

2) Becausc some people possess A certain get of penes gome drugs have a
sreater (or lesaer) action om those people than they do on other psople,

an the ey to eatablishing item (1) thore are ahoals and shoals of red
herring. Starting at the front ené of the alphabdet we find Addison's disease and
the fact that it favours men tc¢ women ag victims in the ratio of two-to-one, Ia
the causation penctie? Sorry, it's tnet cld sonster aguin, 3ex, 4ddieon's disenae
iag due to the nelfunction of the suprerenmnls and the suprarenals are plands which
secrete hamonea and you ¥now what they are. If you dea't you are too young to be
reading this anyway.

In this same ahoal we Tind siuilor red herring, The list is long. You can
take your pick. Sticking wmith the 4's there ia appendicitia whiaoh ie even mare
gex conaciocus, Eighty percent cf aprendicitim cnscs are male; and even when it
dora ha:pen to a vopnsn it is nearly ulways at the time of a menstrual period
Moving on to the third lctter of thc alphabet we come up againat Chlorasias, Sex
is stild involved Yut the odds are reversed, Chlorosis is a biood disease
ractieslly confired i0 females between the age cf 14 and 28, Chlorosis is kin
to aneemia which, tecsusc of the female make-un, ia similsrly predatory or that
SEX,

Thether you like it or not, we are poing to leave the mubject of sex, In
the pas=ing, &id ymu notice the sccond qualification for candidacy as a Chlorosis
gufferer? Did you notice the age factor? 4ge ia another separator of the sick
from the healthy, It is salnost essentisl to be on che srong side of 40 defore you
¢an have an aneurism, Between 50 and €0 Erysipelas is on the sidelines waiting
for you, Juat cfter SC s whate ring (arcus sceilia) appears round the cornea of
your eye, But onee arain, the blame for theac frailties of the human body cannat
be laid at tho doorstep of the Zenes, They are sioply disenses whieh favour the
wealmeas of senility, There are just as nany which are exelusively discages of
the very young.

7hy should a feltehat maker's teeth £mll out? Do makers of felt-hata have
grecial genes peculinr to their trade? It scunds too bizarre to be true, ond it
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isn't true, Men who make felt-hats use mercury in their work amd loozening of
the teeth i» s aymptom of mercury poisoning, %“hich fives ua another <laas of red
herring, The trade ¢iscase, Pneumcconivcsis (literal translation: dust in the
lungs) ettecks minera, stone-cuttera, cotton workers = anyone, ss you might guess
who inhales a lot of dust at work, The Chinese who nake most ¢f the world's
camphor and menthol fo blind due to the ection of these chemicals in their
vapouriaed state, People who work with ters and ails get mare skin cancer than
sther people, Clergymen st threats, divers get the tends, tzame players get
elbows, writers get cramp, Cne umisual digeage which crops up in this group of
oceupational digenses i3 albuminuria, Ysu don't hove to pursue a speclsl trade
to get albumimeria, But you do have to be active, One of the pore umpleasant
sspects of training men for a war is that after prolonged route .arches you are
goirg to get a fair percentage of them in hospital with excessive wlbumen in
their urine, Ths same thing c¢én happen to 2 Tanner after a rece, a loraard after
a footbell mateh, a ncuntaiheer after a 3tifT cliod,

fe atarted off to chase clues of genes being responsible for disease
af'flicting selected vactims, So far we have found false clues of sex, age and
cecupaticn, But den't give up, ¥e are gettirg elcser all the time, The rext
falge clue brings ua closer atill, jere the couman factor is locele, Why 18
beri-berl coufined more or less to the hot climatss? la the clipate responsible?
‘Mat then of Newfoundland and Labrador where it is anything but hot, The people
in Newfoundland end the natives of the Faji Islands both dehusk their grain
btefore congunption, thereby depriving themgelves of vitamin Dy, This deficlency
48 responsidle for beri-teri, Lixewise you fing goitre concentrated in dastricta
a5 far apart as Zimalaya, Derbyshire and Michigan becange gcitre is an enlarpge~
mant of the thyread clard which malfuncticns whep the diet is deficient in
iodine, among paresitic dissases. the attacks of a particuler topeworm are most
pravalent in gustralic ard Ieeland, 411 richt, you say, what the hell have two
such wwidely separated slaces got in cowcon? The ansser is this: the sdult stage
of the tapewsrm in question is fourd in dege and the twa countries vhere men
and doge come most in contact are Australia and leeland, There are cther reasons
{mtritional) shy two other tapeirorma infeat the Japanese bowel exelusively and
why the whipworr can aluost claim Prench nationality.

Nom we can come to the object of our chase, Ke have diaposed of the aelcr
falas leads, There are others, of course. Like the facetious, bat ser€ectly trus,
suggestion that there i3 even o discase of class distinction, Gout affects the
oich only, sivce the paor cannot afferd to procure the over-indulgence which ia
the precurser fer gout,

However, back 1o the chass, Te were fellowing a line of diseasea which
were peculiar to one lncele, So vhat o we do sbout Chorea, usually known aa
St, Vitua'e Dance? Dack in the Middle Ares there were outtursts of combined
physical and mental excitsment which culminated in g dencing mania, The suffersrs
used to viat the chapcls of St, Vitus, in the hope that the saint could cure
then, Anrd this happened in one place - in Cermany, Thers is no germ ar parasite
involved, It ia a nervous diporder, So it cught to be fair and reascnable to
corglude thet sore Gurmang are pogseseed ¢f genes that uiake them prene tc
Croreg. Unfortunately we have overlorked a mis=statenent, The particular incident
ir the ¥Midale Ages invelving the chapels of St, Vitue hapzened in ore place,
But = and 1t is a bip btut - Chorea still heppens, 4nd all over the world, It just
80 transpires that the story ef St. Vitus is such a rood atcry that it tends to
make us forget that the nerveus complaint heppened and still happena everywhere,
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But before you conclude that you have been offersd yet another false lead,
& few more facts are necessary, Choren, or St, Vitus Dance is hereditary., Not ic
a straight-line deacent in the senae that a Chorea victim is the child of another
victim, But s family history of nervous disorders, particularly if allied with a
bhistory of rheumatism, doea give a member of thet family shorter odda on falling
prey to Chorea.

We can mova on to glightly firmer ground when we conszider diabetes, Only
slightly, Becemse there is still some argument whether the oauses are due to
habita of 1life and diet or to gemetics, Put nobody can deny thia fact: that the
Jewish race and the Eindus bave a higher percentage of diabetics than otaer racea,

Are you a bleeder? Nothing personal or derogatory intended, But if you
gheuld be haemophilic the chances are that you are {a) male and (b) Jewish,
Haemophilia - a defect in the blood which often causss uncontrollable hleeding
« is very much a hereditary diseage, Which m=ansg the genea are to blame, It is a
peculiar type of hereditary complaint, Only the mgleg of an affccted family are
blexdora and they cannot transmit the disease to their children. The females, on
the other hand, are not bleeders but they do pass the diseagse on, In other wordas,
if you are a bleed.er your children won't ‘be; but your sisters children «ill
almoat certainly be bleeders, ind, as alresdy mentioned, haemophilia is eapecially
common among the Jewish peopls,

leprogy is less common than it used to be, thanks to the white man's
medicine, That stetement is trus but mislosding, Before the advent of the white
man in darkeat Africa leproay waa rife, Cams the white man and his medicine and
the dincase is somevhat checked, But if it was only the medicine vhy did the
white man not contract the diseame as essily as the black man? Posseasion of a
cure is no peasport to irmmunity, The conoluaion is to né drawm -~ and correctly -
thet people with dark skins have certain genes which make them more susceptable
to leprosy than people with light skins,

Now we are really on sure ground, T/¢ have found a true exanple of what

we aet out to look for: genetic causation of disease, Trachoma, a chronic form
of gonjunctivitia, is another, It is so prevalent in Egypt that it is sometimea
nvm as Bgyptian ophthalmia, But other roces p the same Trac: prone
gena, The Jewg and the pPoles, Tir example, (Digressing. doean't it seem that the
seven plagucs are still pursuing the unfortunate Je'\rs"} Getting back 1o Polend,
we f'ind a scalp disense which is 30 oddly localised that its Latin name is Plica
Polenica, &nd going from nominated countries to no country in particular there
remaing the ungettled question about chalera. Everybody has notiosd that doctors
and rurgeg working with the everyday sick seldom get infected by their patients,
It is said that they have gredually acquired immunity to the componer diseases
by continued contast and by having suberitical bouts of the various diasazaa,
This fact cen be granted lor meagles, diptheria and what-have-you, But mo one
can acquire an imcunity to a disease they have never met, 50 why then is it that
among misaionary nursea cut Eaat for the firast time, working with cholera victime,
vhy is it that some get infected and some dorn't? This quastion has perplexsd
nedical men for somes time, Seme people just 4o not get cholera, The cancluaion
is that they have a genstic immnity, Not, you Will note, eny menticn of heredity

= vwhich couldn't apply in the case of the missionary murges, or very rarely, This
time the genes are out on their ocwn, This is what 7e were looking for, Let's give
it @ sentence to iteelf,

Some fortunate individuals have certain gensa which meke it impossible
for then to be infected by cholers,
c; <



If this ia true, dces it then follew thet other rcople have genes which
make them more susceptiblc or less susceptible to the action of darugs? The latest
fao ts suggest that this is so,

Fact No,1,...In the treatment of T, B, there iz a drug called laoniarid,

tI;PAs met:_nbnliaegﬂin the bedy by a process knovm as acetylation, In Great Britain
> drug is mutabolised rapidly of the lation, algw by the 3

vifty percent, And it hs J ahnmby Scfnn the .'32?.: is contro le]-% h; L] aioﬂi:r ir
of peneg. The rapid gene is domingnt to the slaw. Patienta having slow genea 5
regards iasoniazid only, of course) derive more benefit from the drug than ‘rapid’
patients, Which figures. The drug has more time to mct before it is destroyed in
the body, Unfortunately, the drug cen also hawe toxmic effects and the slow-gene
typen are mcre affected. In op: check-group. 20% of the slows develaped poly-
neuritis againet only If cf the rapids, The 50/50 split of the slowa and rapids
applies only to Great Britain, Tn Japan and emong the Eskimo the ratio is 50%
repids tc 10% slcws,

Fact No, 2.... tain drugs ch tropinag hydr- amine,
cause the pupil to Al fate when Saatalica Fnto tﬁglere?z%xtﬁnb uemgd 2

Burrpesns are m-re gensitive io the drugs than thoze with brevn cyes and the
dark brown iris of the negro berdly dilates at =il

8n there, with two facts only, we have sufficient praoof thet & man's genea
can dictate his resctien to drugs.

Op to this point we have been congidering only -that was known te be true.
Rut try playing your favourite game of pimcing those facts in a future situatiom,
#hat ¥ill it he 1like vhen you next visat the doctor? (s the Stethoscops cutdeted?
i1l the most important part of diagnnais congigt of kmowing your sge, svx, race,
gkin colour, eye colour, gene classificaticn? énd will yowr prescription be
written accerdingly? Good health ta you!

therewasatoret imequitearasshofinterlineationzofanallegedwittytypeinfary D icationa

ADDEMA S0 TUIRD 41 FINA), ARTICLE ON J, R, FEARN.

Kot many people imow that "Vargo Statten” ¥as featured in the U.S.A on
at least one ccergicn, “Ihe Avenging Wartian" was alightly abridged es "Survivar
of Mara® to become the mupporting novel in TW0 COMPLETE SCIENCE-ADVENTURE BOCKS,
Spring 1953 issue, It wrs billed on a vigrmrous elly Preas wover aa "4 Startling
British SF Novei®,

Nor was Fearn entircly sbaent from the reprint scene, set by FANTASY
STORY QUARTERLY in Sprirg 1930 - as some autharities will tel) you he Zaz, The
farst iasne reprinted “Death at the Qbservatcry” (CLPH.,DI FUITURE Susmer 194-0)
- a neat detective story, uhich suffered somewhat by its brevity,

Finally, the Scptember 1952 AMAZTMG carricd s new story by Pearn,
"¥light of the Vampirea™, which rated a cover headline, Philat atrirtly old-time
in its concepta and plot*iny, it wea cleverly handled in a light, tongue-in-cheek
fuahron, witg & zemi -huzourcaes 3encuement. Tgis wag written with half-an=eye
cocked cn the j.minert cxpiration nf his contract with Scien Ltd. 411 of which
ahows that he wes fully capable of re-entering the American market if occasion
demanded it, &a it turned out, Scicn drew up an excellent mew contract, which
Fearn accepted, P, Harbottle,
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In the last Newsletter there was a stop press item about the First Festival
of Science Fiction Pilma, In my offiocisl capeoity es editor of VECTOR, and in
my unofficial capacity of af fan, I joined the Ryeview Filwm Group and went along
to have & look-sea. The first film was “The Day the Earth Stocd Still" starring
Michael Remnie as the spaceman with the take-me-to-your-leader approach. The
agcond feature was episode 1 of "King of the Rocket Men" a serial from way
back. FPor the revord it appears that if there is sufficient interest in thiam
prograsme it will be extended. For those of you whe 1live in the London araa who
are intereated the address of the ilembership Secretary ie 154 Bayswater Road,
London, ¥.2, Membership will cost you 21/- with en additional payment of 2/6d4 for
each performence. The oineua ia the Eatonian Theatre, 18 Chepstow Viillas, W.11.
The nearsst etation is Notting Kill Gate. The shows start at 7 pm. For thoae of
you who live too far out of town, or who cannot attend mout of theve filme btut who
wish to see one or two there im provision for guests at a gost of 3/6d per
pertformance. Since bookings oust bde made in advance would any of you wishing %o
take advantage of this offer please gat im touch with me a little before the per-
formance in question. The present programme is as follows: 6/2/ Forbidden Planet,
20/2/ Things to Come, §/3/ Surprise item, 20/3/ Colossus of New York and The
Space Children, 3/4/ ¥raketit, 17/4/ Metropolis, and 1/5/ Then!

KLATU BERADA WIKTO

And now & word from our Prasident,
Brian Aldies.

Tavid Sperrow asks vhy my book THE PRIMAL URGE wae retitled MIHOR OPERATION,
and why similar rechristenings heppen. Ye Ed is even harsher, and speaka of the
change as "a major orime". This particular eriminel would like to explain why the
oripe is hardly jail-worthy or even, from the author's point of view, & crime
at all.

Title changss occur for various David inst Arthur Clarke's
AGAINST THE FALL OF WIGHT, which later appsared as THE CITY 4ND THE STARS. Thia
change was to indicate that the story had been altered and expanded. Thie
otvicusly ie a functional change, and ahould help reader as well as writer, 4An
euthor ia fully entitled to improve on hia own mork - shy mot, when frequemtly other
writers will 4o so for hin! &n analogous axample hera ia Janea Blish'as
BEANSTALK, which recently made a second bow as TITAN'S DAUGHTER.

This sort of change cocurs when the suthor hes had geocond thoughts ebout his
atory, There is anothar kind of change which is similar, though this hsppene more
often with short stories. It occurs when an author simply has a better idea for
a {itle. An inatance of thia: several years ago, I wrote a short story called
BO¥ TO PE A SOLDIER. Even then, it did not really appeal to me, but its oddity
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struck me. Nobody would buy tho story. I let it rcet. After sono time, I took
it up again, liked it, pplishad up A fow cruditics of phrasc, and calied it
SOLDIERS RUMNING. (Under that title it appcarcd in New Worids, Thia week, I've
been rovieing it and gust alightly recasting it to eppear in my next Aoerican
colleetion, Wow at last I think I have found the ideal title for it: HEARTS AND
FHGTNES.

But NDEBARTS &4ND SNCINES ia a title that holda & wealth of inplication for re.
In a way, it summariges for me tho sort of €f I ap ¢rying to write. So I may wae
the title agnin somc day in the English murkot. If I do, it will be fron a sansc
of the fitness of things, and not to rob Yo poor old Ed or David Sparrca.

The third type of title change is tho onc that takes placc outpide the
writer's control, Here again, I ¢an best illuatrate from my own experienca, though
nost authors have a similar tale to tell, I wrote a tele (you'd hardly dignifly
it with the naze of novel) thet I thought of as THE INTERPRETER; but that Sounded
e bit gtaid and unappetising for & Hew Worlde serial, 80 1 enlled 1t X FOR
EXPLOITATION, and under that flag 1t appeared. FBut the Apnerican publisher puat
have thought X YOR FXIPLOITATION was otaid. He called it BOW DOWN TO NDOL! I kneow
nothing of this title change until thc book arrived in print. {Incidentally, whan
the thing was published As a paperback over herg, I got the chance to bave my own
way, and it did then appear a4 THE IN"I‘D?P'RF.'I‘N!)

Many titles are changed by Anarican publishers. They insisted on calling
HOTHOUSE the languorous IOHG AFTERNOON OF FARTH {no Qoubt the Pranch will eatl it
L'Apres-nidi d'une Terret} In fact, I don't think tho Aocrican publishere have
aver changed a title of mine - thia alfngugh the Signet peaple are the nost
coopcretive and helpful of peopls. T'm sure the reason i8 not that they are villaine
seeking to entrap innocent editors und David Sporrows, but thet they arc obsensed
with their etudy of the narket, and think that they will always be able %o
druo up a vore tarketabls title than the author; naturally, euthors will never
concede thia,

In the case of FRIMAL URGE, I dud strongly dislike thia title, though 1
suppose the contants of the book inwited it. When it was serisalised in Hew
Werlds, I had the chance to altar it te sozething oors insouciant, MINOR OPERATTON.
And thore is a difference between the two versione: linor Op is about 38,000 words,
Urge about 75,000. Incidentally, I was anszed to eee thia littls comedy reviuwed
vary soleunly in VRCTOR without a word being maid to the effect that it was pcant
to be funny.

Porhape this expesitian way help to cneure that in future not a Sparrow falls
for & title-switch. If it docsn't - ruuenber how you carm tho author's
gratitude by tuying tep copica of his work!

Finally, one should may that publishers are not alwaya as innocent as 1
believe oy own have beem, The switching about of old Van Vogt titles is, I'o
sure, a eonfusion intended to confude. One renedy is to atand and read 'en at
the beokstell!

#+( Aoom, T think T did lay the najor part of the burden of the ‘crime' on
the editors and publishers. The reasons you wive for an author changing a title
erc rcasonable enough, though 1t is going 1o be confusing to read in a future
'"Brian Aldisa Babliography' of twd storieg ecallced IIBART AND FARINFS. The third
type of title shange ie the one I ceat deplore. ROW DOWN TO NUL i3 a ghaatly
title, X 1OH EXPLOITATION isn't vueh better. It'e a great pity it didn't
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appear in New Worlde as THE INTERFRETER. I think that authora are the beat people

to select titles. {This, of course im the cun for poneone to praduce incontrovartable
cvidenoe that, for instance, John Wyndhan wrote a story he called INVASION OF THE
SPACE CRITTURS but wes tullied by the publisher to oall it THE RRAKAN ml)

I muat adnit that I did take FRIIL URGE serioualy in oy review. I aa rapidly
coning to the opinion that yeur anind and nine run at right angles Brian, Or naybe
I take af too sarioualy. }¥%

Ted Ball, 196 Wessax Buildings, Wadrors St., London, N.19.

“Forgotten laster" i3 doing a fine job in deacribing the work which nade Fearn
one of the post popular preswar af authora, The stigna which ia now attached to
his nane cones fron the Vargo Statten and Volsted Gridban nanca which were used
on dozane of novela published in Britain in the carly 'S50s. It waa these novels
unat attraoted na to af.

I see froo the letter column that "Forgotten laster" has been quite well
reueived acong the peabership, #o how about articlis dealing with the work of other
Pritiah authore.

The beat part of YECTOR 17 in 1ty opinion was your raview of '“The Lani People'.

The problans of defining a8 nenber of the hunan rese, and of gspience, have
hardly been touehed by modern psyohology. Although the main point 1n "Lani
People" was how to define & hunan T think that whatever definition im adopted

it is the treatoent of intelligent non-hupana which i ioportant, Are they to be
treated as anina), as in Bone's book? That is the way Hitler treated the Jews,
and very few people would defend it.

The definition of sapicnce given in Piper'a “Little Puzzy® is vot satiafactory
because it gives only a sufficient condition for sapicnce, A goad definition
muat be both necesasary and suificimmt, and in oy opinion ?talk-and-build-a-fire!
ia not neceasary, Vardis Fishar in hia novel “Darkness and the Daep",described
as showing *the firat glimarings of intelligence in a forest prinate’ deals with
a group of men, or sub-pen; on the borderline between aninal &nd man. They heve
no speich or fire, -and in tha first pert of tho novel heve no ides of toole. The
way the book ie written nmekes than appear to be both huwan and intelligent,

In practice the usa of mpoach is tha most basic sign of intelligence which we
will ba ablg to use for soe tive, but wu should bear in wind that intelligance
nay appear without spgech. Piper's 'chicken and ogg' problun , about which cane
first, asapience or speech is casily rusclved if we do not essune that epeech ie &
necessary condition for sapicnce. The problen only arieca becsuss Piger baa taken
a sufficient condition @8 his definition, and then esouDed it waa necesaary.

Phillip Harbottle, 27 Cheghire Gardens, Wallsend-on-Tyne, Northuoborland,

I hate to grouch on a fine 4asus but in the last parsgraph of iy article on
Fcarn, thoss lines which run  ,..he (JBF) was only able to put out two etoriws in
1942 - an oppossd to ten the previous year - rapree«nt @ ndeprint. It should
have rcad “1943%, Trifling, perhaps, but I have tried to get my facts about the

swories oorrect, gven 1f oy interpretations &8 to their nerit are debatabls
to mome,
Whioh brings ne to Don Soith's letter. T was very interested at hia pantion

of 8 threatened libel action againat hiu by Foarn, and only wish he had told us
nove of this. However, I'zs afraid that 1 eannot take this seriocusaly, In fact

20



T camot take Mr Snith eeriously at all in view of the fact that be confesses to
never heving read a British SF Magazine: for ten yeare. In the fece of his obviously
heing a reader of ef for & good many yeara, his attitude ie nothing short of
vonunental bigotry - if It e true. Actually, I an inclined to regard his entire
lettar as a fabrication - and I do not fael that the contrived hucour which pervades
it is an adequate excuse for ingincerity. Let ug hear your real views, Don.

The lottar colunn, incidentally, is far too short. Av a etep towards obvieting
thig, oay T suggest that thos: fana who are 'domm' op JRF - and that includes
you, Don, (or does it?) - write in to VECTOR, and state the case for the promecution,
I would be glad to act a2 defence, augnentcd perhaps by thoee gallant souls who
support gy contention that JRF was a pretty fair author. And don't spare the
vitriol. & lively ‘issue' 18 what nakcs a gped letter column - as thosc who remcober
'The Ether Vibratea' in those grand ¢ld Standard naga will well recell,

And if you couldn't give a damn about Fearn - well then, contributs a strean
of other materisl and crowd hin out. [Fither way tho atrained editorial pasitinn
will be relieved, obviously s good thing.

In conclusion, I'11 retract cy criticien of Mr Snith's lettar in a0 far as
it enbracee the book revicra, and join in applanding than.

Christopher Prieat, "Corn ", ®llow Clope, Daddinghurst, Brentwood, BEssax.

Since I have only recently joined tha BSPA I bave let a couple of YECTORs
pass by bofore conwidaring comnenting on then. Uf courge VECTOR ae it standa ie
alzoat beyond Teproach, perhaps the only justifiable quibble beinx the rarity of
it. However, since I neither edit, publish, cut atencile nor pay for YEOTOR then
this quibble i» minimised. BEven #mo, thres bonths i a long tipe between each one.

You ask for comments on VECTOR and auggestions for improving it. Well, I
think e sosll leafl can be taken fron the book of the publisbers of the prozines.
Such things as gusat editoriula by such people as eay, President idldias or Kingslay
Amis, shorter reviews of * SP publications, and revicws of science {mot dooks,
all of which are used by th2 dig nags., could be utilized on a smaller scale by
VECTOR. T ao partioularly in favour of shorter book reviewa, In 7. 17 we were
offered 4 long reviewa which juat about obviated the need to read the bocks. I
a1 strongly of the apinion that a raviuwer should give s very ahort precis of the
atory (giving away ne aurprises of the author) and his general opinion a2 to
Tendability and ganeral ptandard of the book. In thie way wany more books could
be reviewed.

*x( Welcome Chris. Guest editorials - thet might be a  good idea. Reviews
however ars a different cup of tea, Pirat off books are hard to get, review copiea
I oean, Publishers are a wary bunch. Revicwers are scmething of a problew too.
At prosent ®e hava three, Two of theu, Arien Aldise and Harry Harrison, are
professional writera, which ceand that they live by theis writing and hance can't
be expected to spend too much tine on reviews for VECTOR. The third, ayself,
heppeng to be in & awings-and-roundabouts powition, being both reviewer and editor.
Revien length depemds entirely on the reviewer and what ke faels is appropriate.
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S.F, SiTIRE FINDS ITS MARK

The great novelists of last ceantury were great mainly because they rebellsd
against the world in whioh they found themselves, Same of them scem tuv have
rebelled instinctively, as Emily Bromte did, while others such as Charles Dickens
were woved to do 10 through what we would now call socivlogical analysis, Thomas
Hardy, Henry Janes, George Elliot, Butler, Conrad - in differsnt ways, they all
ahow in their writinga & criticlam of their scoiety,

The same is possibly true in thig cantury, though the position is now more
diffioult because our society is a fr tantly changing ona, end
one man's rebellion im another's peace tresty, Betw&.n the 0ld and ths new ptate
of affairs is a transitional period marked by novelists such as John Gal
ard srnold Bennett who began their writing in a oritioal apirit and evertually
suceumbed to the forces they had appoaed,

The present fraguented state of affairsg may be such that it is not posaidle
1o writs & "great® novel as it existed in it prime period last century, Neverw
theless, there is one form of literary protest which flourishes as never befere,
This ia the satire,

Satire takca many forms, from the good«hcarted grin of “The Cood Soldier
Schweik® to the giggle of disgust of “Ape and Rasenoe®; and under ita most
eminent praotitioners it becomea scwmewhere near to greatness, as "Brave New
World®, ®"1984", and "Animal Farm® demonstrats,

Theze 1last three examples, you will note, are science fiction, or something
like science fiction, Science fiction, as more than one of our eminent
contemporaries has pointed out, is a good vehicla for satire,
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tyself, I'‘ve never been too sure about chat, For one thing, satire doea
not mix toe :#¢ll witn otner ingredientsa, for the satirists view of 1ife muat be
narrov, like a surgesn's knifc, Ic must not be dcflected from hia object, as
caomedians and tragedians sometimes may, This is the fault that spoils a novel
for \hich one oan otherwise havs only admiration, “The Space Merchants®, The
aatire 1P keen and relevant; the adventure episodes are out of key, and break
thc mood that Pohl and lormbluth szo carefully built up,

adventure and wonder de not ge well ¥ith seuire, Satirce is intended to
lcave us with mixed fcelings, with disgust cr disteste, wheress one's basic
reaction to wonder and adventure can bec sufficiently simple aa to be expressed
in the monogyllable: "Coo!*

Much early af <es a lorg-draxn out ¢ao, Hany of the yritera were aioply
reacting in excitement, the excitcment of fear or adwiration, to the wondera of
tcchnology about them, I say “aimply" without wishing ¢o decry their attitude,
for late in the tventies or esrly in the thirties it was s far morc prevalent
attitude than now,) aoe or two of the others occasionally attempted lampoons,
but revealed thereby such a poor understanding of fumwan beings that the cffect
iz diamal,

Since Hiroshima, we're s bit leery of the blesaings of acience, and the
far-gightecnese of prirntists. The climate for satire has loproved. an antho-
logy of sf satire would contain smme good stuff, Pohl®s "“The Midas Plague", that
most ingenicus paradox of an ides, would be in, #ith samething of Sheckley's,
and a Filliam Tenn - "Lideration of Barth™ would be my choice - and sape Tris
Neville and 4lan Nelson, thouph thoge ere two writers who mppesr infrequently
nowsdaye, A wordant bit b 7ill Worthington sheuld be included, and one of
Jim Batlard’s frightening staba at city life. And more, ut not a great many.

ameong hovels, there are healthy hclpings of satire in urt Yonnegut ‘s
t\m af novels, "Sirens of Titan" (uhich becomes joyfully entangled in fantaa}')u
and "Flayer Piano'; in "Canticle for Leihowitz™; in most of Prederick Pohl's
m:vvels' and in ths critic's "The Primal Urge" (which often lapaed into one of
sati.!'c's hall-trothers, farce). Not a very long list,

Now here comea & new satire, Merk Cliften's "chen They Come From Space™;®
and I have taken my time in getting round to the hook iterlf hecauge it is werth
making the point that here ia a novel doing one of the things that af'a support-
erg claim sf often doea and doeca Wcll: to ¥it, satirising our present, In fact
few sf novels written by regular sf writecre do do this, or do it consistently,
"§hen They Came From Space" does it consistently and doea it well,

In gutline, the book is simple. The central character, Ralph Lennedy, is
sumaned to ‘ashington to become Staff Paychologist of the Department of Extrae
terrestrial Life Research. washington ig in a ferment, for a Black Fleet hovers
at intervals over its aky - just as it has hovered over ather lmrge citics nf
the U.S. and the wrrld,

The Black Fleets cause a general pande, They seem irvincible, They are
the incermption of evil end might, Earth ig finighed! Then the star-gapphire
globen amppear, 1In a terrific Tight above the apell-bound capitel, they =ustain
heavy losaca before vanquishing the Dlack Fleet, These saviours of the world
eventually land, amid great excitement. Fiwe Starmen appear, They are the

4 Dennis Dobson, 153,
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apiteme of all the "Gee, it %ag ncthing « just luok, I guesa™ type of herces
that reel life and Hellywaod have apawned,

Rennedy wuspecta the Starmen are phomey, But the aliena go about the
world, laying wonderful rosds everywhere, hringing rainfall to desert areas,
warming up alaska, and so on, in a smplurge of super-science, Thinge are complia
cated by a monatrous preas magrate, Strickland, with his manipulation of what
goes on in Oongress, He weighs in with his newspapers, supporting the sdulation
which is the chief public reaction to all thess mireculocs feate,

Witheut giving away too much of the tale, I will say that Hemnedy Ffinds
that both the Blaok Fleet and the Starmen are projections of a superior Being
intent merely on obaerving Barthly behaviewr, when it has scen enough, it
withdrewe,

haoa canez again, The naw highmaya, the new fartile areas, orumbie to
what they were befars, Strickland, true to form, tries to make ecpitel cut of
thia devslopment and to pin reponsitility for the btrealdowns on Zennedy. He
faila, The Starmen make a final appearance, to gay farewsll, and ths novel ends
with earth's willions carrying en sa bafare, and in particuler with the scientists
returning eagerly to their little schemea, and the heada of departments to their
teska of spending the money #aghington has voted thewm,

Renders who reed for the plot, who read glancingly and care littls for
style or for what the writer intends, will probabdly get a aimple plemsure from
thia jJolly and intsresting tale, They can mistake it for o Lackneyed story ol
adventure, with smart terrestrial hero ocut~itting menaces fraa spze,

In fact, “$hen They Come from Space™ is something more rare, I believe
that Yark Cliften has fully achieved what he set out to co, Thia is a remarkable
achievegent in any field. In af, at least at novel lengih, it is almost unhenrd
of,

Nark Clifton has been on the scene for some while, Tha first story of
his I wet was "What Have I Dane2® in the Decepber 1952 EAs istounding, a stery
that bears certain intereating affinities with this precent novel. M Clifton's
sympathies &r not lie with human folly, Since then his most noteworthy prod-
ueticns have been "They'd Rather Be Right®, a merial he wrote with Mark Ri
which appeared later in book form as “The Porever Machine”; a mnovel, "Bight Keya
te Eden™, scome of the elementa of which are interestinzly tranapossd into
anotber ksy in the present book; and the series of ghort stories whose titles
carved their way through a cruplet of Fope's: "“#hat Thin Partitions, "Senas frem
‘Thought Divide®, and so on,

Those latter wiorieq had as hero the same Relph Keonedy who appears in
"¥hen They Came Froo Space®, In wood, the nowel is unlike the atories which
grecedsd it, Scame play is made ip its firat chaptera with thz fact that Kennedy
only geta the post with the Department of Extratarreatrial Lifs Repeprch becmiwe
he ia confuged in Space Navy Becords with a Doctor Ralph Xennedy, Is thia just a
trangparent authorisl device to amuggle in an old hero into s new context to
ensure reader participation?

The angwer ig a decided no, Like the migtake in ideantities taat sends
the ionreuona ¥illiam Boot off to Afrioa in Evelyn Waugh's “Scoop®, the confusion
in Xennedys is there for a purpope. When Ralpb lemmedy protests thet s mistake
has been wade, he iz told, "The Space Navy dcea not make migtaites, It camet
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make miptakeg, Therefora you are Dr. Kennedy, the correct Dr, Kennedy,” and the
atage ia set for a satire on baauracratio idicey,

Many of the stigmata of satire appear, FPeople have funny names (there is
a Dr, Br-ih #ho produces & time chart of masterly imbecility, and the aliens are
called Bex, Dex, Jex, Kex and lex); only the hero is immne from the general
shortmaightednesa, self=interest and selferightecusness about him; and he, of
oourse, is generally digregarded, "without ac mmch as a goodwconduct medal®, as
he puta it; and we end with the peecple in tha baok absolutely indifferent to tha
lesson that we may (but be sure won't, Mr, Clifton seams to say) learn from it.,
Just what this lesson is, we will come to later,

As the narrative proceeds, a nunber of thrusta enter a pumber of targets,
Many of thege ars against beanrocracy, which finds embodimant in the head of
Kennedy's department, Dr, Kibbie, who secures vast appropriations for Kennedy to
uge,

"Dr. Xibbie then stepped forward and laid his gift on the desk,

"Another two billicm,' he crowed happily. 'A special committee with
gpeeial war emergency powers,,,'

¥10o0d God,* I said, 'I haven't finished spending the last two billion,
yet, ™

Political power is alac satirised; the President smiles "his fatuous
votes=getting smile®, The powers of press and publicity come in for special
derision, and are embbddied in Strickland, Strickland is, of course, a caricature,
but cericatures are the flesh and dlood of asatirs,

Strickland has a man called Miller who has special reason to hate him,
¥iller is the butt of all Strickland‘'s resentments, Aanyone who doesz not recog-
nise the novel ag satirs will find it hard to account for Millerfs function in
the bock; in a satire, he works well, TFor the truth about Willer, who at first
rouses cur sympathies, is that he degervas immch of %4rickland‘'s contempt (this
is the sort of point sf rarely makes). “hen he finally works himself up to
shoot strickland, the attempt iz a dismal flop, Strickland dies of a heart
atteck, partly becauge he is grosgly cverweight, nNot that hiy death matters:
"here'1) glways be Stricklands,” Kennedy says,

Other eunt sallies include the police (though "they could go back to
their normel occupation of attempting to entice ordinery people into cmmitting
crimes so thet they could entrap them more conveniently” is playing the aatirical
rogue too hard, particularly as we meet no ordinary people); the F.E. I, Ean
ineffeotual agent N462 feebly pursues and blackmails wennedy); religion (Christ-
lanity owes its being to an illegal appearance of eriminal Vegans on Earth);
hmerican hospitality; and women ("Let the women dress the vay savagesz dress
everyehere - bedeck themselves in old dead parts of birds and animals, smear
their faces with coloured clay, mash flowers over themselves to concaal their
natura) stench, The asme ~ay they always dress,")

Much of this might, in a less well-built book, be accounted mere coarse-
grained humcur, But i, Clifton tightens the scretr page by page, and the end
shows great consistency ard brilliance, where the mockery reaches new heights,
I would 1like ta point to tne aciencefictional side of theae proceedings,

Nr. Clifton operatem on more than one level, Like Rabelais, that great
satirist, he is not content to mock only his charaoters; he must reach tut and
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tweak the resders nuse twa. “jhen Thaey Come Prom Space® - the very title impliea
it ~ is both af and s parody of &f, Not only is the space battle in Chapter
Eight a beautiful space battle; 1t is not a space battle at 211 Wt sn illusion,
Kennedy sees its begimninga uver the TY. He thinks it holum; then he thinks it
a peantiful piece of holum; then he is conwinced; he Tuahes to the balcony and
watehes the real thing outside - anly to discover later that it wos hokum ell

the time.

Similarly, vhen the Starmen iirst land and appear before a great and
excited mltitude, their first words are a cliche culled fram a thousand pulpa:
"Tnkxe me to your leader*,

The ant sallies seca to be many. Only when we reach the end do we realise
that they aore but minor atrawa to be blown auay as incidentals. Mr, Clifton‘'s
real target is the cosmie¢ pretcntiougncss of the human race. "How long is the
human racc going on believang it is something sc damned spccial that the universe
and ererything in it hae to he erranged to suit man’s conveniznce?” The Starmen
themselves prove to be mere instrumenta wath which 10 observe man's behaviour
the better. fThey are neitier for up nor ogainst uszj simply indifferent, Just
for a moment, we were spread out on a alide and observed, Then the aye tcok amay
its mieroscope and moved un, leaving mankind unrsgenecate,

2f course there are faults to be found in Mr, Clifton's Novel. Like many
of his harsh and noble predecessorg, he sometimes falls anto mere derision - as
“when, ev:skjr.g the shad of Thersites in "froilua end Cressids®, he apeaks of
wooen viueing the supermen and dcacribes “the faint rustle of atretching brasse
ieres na the ladies beg:wn to lift their masmary appenisges into more praminent
view,™ Many of his targeis are as wide pa tie prcverbinl barn door, and ne well
peppercd. It pwmasns a moat successful book, @ell-planned and conaistent in ita
viempaint. It is the satire that same of us have hoped for, that mocks something
vhich can only b2 mockid through science fictiorm,

[ Brian ®, Aldi=s

NOT WITHQUT SORCERY by Theodore Sturgeon, Ballantinc Books,
distrituted in the UR by Taarpe & Porter Ltd,, @ 2/684,

Thiz i3 a reprint of the 194% collection "without Sorcery” with certain
of the stor;es missing. Tae missing stories are ™fhe Ultimate Bgoist®, "Shottle
Bop", "Memorial®, "Meturity* and “Microcosmie God®. left, smang others ie the
vliimate horror story "It" and that delightful fantasy "Cargo®, The book is
Acrth getting for these two slone, ljowever it docs scco stronge that atories .
like "Shottlc Bop" ond Microcoamic Cod" were omitted in favour of the two
quite negligable "Btner Breather® stories, The payzs of editora are very hard to
fathom indeed,

senes Jit.

Tac pew paperback - THE ONCE AND FUTIRE “ING" (Pootana 6/-) im the compendiua
volume of T, B, Jhite's irreverent rcconatruction of Arthurian legendry. Tt will
probably be kmoem noJadays as the "Look™ of the mueical “Camelot™, still to reach
thia country from the (S, planned as a siccessor to "My Fair Lady®; but fandom
w311 recall its first appearance na “The Ssord in the Stone™ and “The Ill-mede
inight"; which ¢an probobly b foond in your local library. Top level famtagy
which %112 e @ rich trect for anyone .ho has not met thesc worka beflore.

Also new in paperback cre two most umusunl, devious and peculiar aliegeorical
fantasiecs by Victarton writer George MacDonald; “Thentagtes" and *Lilith®. You
might like tu try thcee ae a ne# cxpericnce from todaye fantesy-styles. JMR.
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